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Why ancient glacier mummies matter: Ötzi and the 

British Columbian Icemen compared

Ancient glacier mummies present challenges that other mummies, even permafrost mummies, do not. Why had the deceased been at very high altitudes, had they been going from A to B or B to A, had they arrived on their own feet or not?

The contents of their alimentary tracts are like encoded diaries and maps. Various types of analyses can crack the codes and so answer some of the questions. 

Ötzi needs no introduction to a Viennese audience but “Long Ago Person Found” does. He was a young Native American who lived some 200-500 years ago where Alaska, The Yukon and British Columbia meet. The code breaking has been carried out successfully for both men and more can be done.
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