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Isotopes in archaeological bone;

what we can learn about ancient diet
Because bone is formed from what we eat, its isotopic composition reflects our diet.

I shall explain and discuss examples of  the work we have been doing at Oxford which is aimed to understand better how we can interpret this composition, and how we can enlarge the range of information about diet available from isotopes. 

This will include  the sensitivity of  collagen carbon-13 to marine fish in the diet; the detection of freshwater fish through comparing carbon-14 dating reservoir effects with  nitrogen-15 values; our thinking about nitrogen-15 to reconstruct  animal protein consumption; and the use of calcium isotopes to learn about dairying. 
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