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Wiggle-match dating of tree ring sequences
The shape of the calibration curve, caused by several factors, leads to problems in achieving precise calendar dates. For this reason the application of the wiggle matching technique to both three archaeological wood samples and to Oxcal-simulated radiocarbon dates had been studied.

The first of the three wiggled samples derived from Miletos, and it was used as a terminus post quem for the Thera eruption, the second one came from the Roman site of Silchester (UK) and the third one was used as a blind test for the radiocarbon technique, as it had been already dendrochronologically dated.

Simulations were performed to discover which combination of precision, gap, length of sequence and number of measurements, applied to different parts of the IntCal 98 calibration curve (complex shape, steep slope or plateau), can give the best results in terms of precision and level of efficiency. 
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