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Status of the LHC
The Large Hadron Collider (LHC) will provide particle physics with a tool to access the energy frontier above 1 TeV. To provide proton-proton collisions at the  centre of mass energy of 14 TeV with a luminosity of 1034 cm-2s-1, the LHC will operate with high-field dipole magnets using NbTi superconductors cooled to below the lambda point of helium. The LHC main components are presently built in industry and procured through world-wide collaboration. A full-scale prototype of a lattice cell, String 2, has been commissioned. The machine equipment and protection systems are being prepared to operate with about 3*1014 protons/beam, corresponding to an energy of 350 MJ. After briefly recalling the challenges and design choices of the machine, we report on the status and discuss future prospects.
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