Abstract

The Institut für Radiumforschung was established in 1910 as the result of a generous donation to the Royal Academy of Sciences in Vienna by Dr. Karl Kupelwieser, an Austrian lawer, businessman, and philanthropist. Vienna therefore had the first institute in the world devoted entirely to research of radioactivity. On November 8th, 2010, the Austrian Academy of Sciences celebrated the 100th anniversary of the Institut für Radiumforschung with a one-day symposium covering aspects of history and physics during these 100 years. A summary of highlights from this meeting will be presented, with particular emphasis on the talk of Nobel Laureate James W. Cronin from the University of Chicago.

