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Bioarchaeology and radiocarbon dating in the 

reconstruction of Andean prehistory

Since 1996 the Ministry of Education of Austria and the University of Vienna have been collaborating with Peruvian scientists in the conservation and protection of cultural resources. The work has specially concentrated in mummy collections recovered and stored at site museums in the localities of Ilo, in the coast of the extreme south, and Leymebamba, in the jungle of northeastern Peru.

Ilo and Leymebamba are placed in opposite environmental areas, one in the desert and the other in the cloud forest. Nevertheless, they have extraordinarily well preserved mummy collections, and artifacts of organic material. The archaeology of the Chribaya and Chachapoya cultures is still underdeveloped and current scientific collaboration is providing new data.
Funerary behavior is discussed in connection with radiocarbon dates measured at the VERA Laboratory. Changes in the form the dead were prepared and disposed is reviewed in relation to the development of cultural history and population dynamics.
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