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Authentic and fake gold: Analytical investigations 

of archaeological gold finds
Gold was valued highly in all cultures and all periods and the associated symbolisms are also very similar. Its practical value, however, is rather low. Accordingly, gold was mainly used for ritual objects and as medium for exchange (coinage) since the sixth century BC. Today antiquities made of gold are much sought after and achieve high prices in auctions. This attracts forgers and often requires investigations with methods of material science. But sometimes forgers are not mainly motivated by financial gain but also by ideology or rise in public recognition. The find of an assemblage of fake Late Bronze Age gold items at Bernstorf in Bavaria may serve as an example that even resulted in the foundation of a museum. The lecture will provide an overview of the possibilities and limitations to identify fake archaeological gold objects with analytical methods and will describe case studies.
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