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Southern African metallurgy - a pre-colonial legacy�or reworked European trade metal?








Europeans often find it hard to comprehend that pre-history in the Transvaal of South Africa ended only in 1830. Before this was the Southern African Iron Age, which began about 2000 years ago with the simultaneous introduction of iron and copperworking technology to the region. In the past archaeologists could only guess at some of the important dates, but with the introduction in the 1980's of AMS radiocarbon dating, it became possible for the first time to sequence the introduction of metallworking technology, particularly as regards tin and arsenical copper.





There remain many unknowns, however. Certain iron artefacts in particular found at so-called "contact" sites in the Transvaal, may be pieces curated from before the period when European contact began, or they may represent a re-working by the indigenous population of European trade steel. Metallography and SEM/EDAX have told us a lot about the composition of the artefacts, but it should be possible to date these pieces directly if the 14C introduced into the iron during the metallworking process can be analysed directly by AMS. This is the research problem that I present for your attention.











MONTAG, 4. Mai 1998, 11:00 Uhr





1090 Wien, Währingerstr. 17, "Kavalierstrakt",�1. Stock, Seminarraum 
