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“It Is better to be vaguely right
than exactly wrong.” (C. Read)
Radiocarbon dating and Bronze Age chronologies
In the eastern Mediterranean

Recent years have seen an increased interest and application of radiocarbon dating
for absolute (calendrical) dating of Bronze Age chronologies of the eastern
Mediterranean and ancient Near East. After intense debates about the date of the
early Late Minoan Santorini eruption between a radiocarbon-backed high and an
archaeological/historical low chronology, much more data for the historical
chronology of Egypt, the relative archaeological sequences of the Levant, and,
recently, the historical chronology of Mesopotamia has come to light. Currently, a
dense network of consistent radiocarbon data around the eastern Mediterranean is
emerging that challenges traditional chronologies. This talk summarizes the current
state of radiocarbon chronologies in the eastern Mediterranean and ancient Near
East and highlights new questions for the future.
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