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Atom Probe Tomography 
 
 

Atom probe tomography (APT) is a lens-less point-projection microscopy that 
resolves individual atoms on the surface of a sharply pointed tip (radius of curvature 
R < 100 nm), at a magnification of the order of ~106. The specimen tip is pulsed to a 
positive potential V with respect to ground, thereby generating electric fields E ~ V/R 
of some 10 V/nm. Ions released from the apex due to field evaporation are sent flying 
to a position sensitive detector where they are identified by time-of-flight mass 
spectrometry. Continuous removal of single atoms provides the possibility of a 3D 
elemental characterization of solids with sub-nm spatial resolution. The basic 
principles of the technique and some selected analytical applications will be 
discussed. 
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