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Radiocarbon and the chronology of the early Middle Bronze Age in
the southern Levant

In the absence of a local astronomically-linked historical chronology, the archaeological periods of
the southern Levant (Modern Israel, Jordan, and the Palestinian National Authority) have had to rely
on the chronologies of Egypt and Mesopotamia for calendrical dates.  This reliance and the often
uneven and equivocal nature of the synchronizations have been the source of heated debate, much of
which has focused on the Middle Bronze Age (approximately the first half of the second millennium
BCE).  Under the auspices of the SCIEM2000 project, a systematic study was initiated to
independently date the early phases of this period with the aid of AMS and conventional radiocarbon
determinations.  This presentation will offer some of the results of this project and discuss their
implication for understanding the nature of relations between Egypt and the southern Levant, and for
reconstructing the cultural and economic processes that shaped the latter region during this period.
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